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adopted. Of the greatest importance, as the author thinks, is the 
preservation of the Chinese Empire and the placing of it, in a sense, 
under the tutelage of Japan; and this result seems to be attainable 
only by a concert of action on the part of America and western 
Europe. The importance of the subjects which the book treats, the 
brevity and clearness of the treatment and the exceptional qualifica- 
tions which the author possesses for discussing these themes make 
Mr. Colquhoun's work one which a student of modern politics and 
economics will find of great value. Tohn B Clark 

The Temperance Problem and Social Reform. By Joseph 
Rowntree and Arthur Sherwell. Ninth Edition. Hodder and 
Stoughton. — 777 pp. 

This is probably one of the most popular, as it is certainly one of 
the most important, works that have ever been produced on the tem- 
perance problem. It approaches the subject without any a priori 
bias, and seeks by a first-hand examination to make a positive con- 
tribution to a pressing social problem. Readers should be careful 
to purchase the latest edition, in which much fresh material has been 
added. The book as it stands is a compendium of accurate and 
valuable information on the whole problem of temperance reform as 
it exists in Europe, the United States and Canada. 

The first two chapters are chiefly of insular interest, since they 
seek to point out the menace to England of the present situation with 
regard to intemperance. "We are face to face with this supreme 
necessity: either we must grapple with the forces that undermine 
our national strength, or be content to fall behind in the struggle for 
commercial supremacy" (p. 51). The economic argument advanced 
in these chapters is so singularly forceful and convincing, that it has 
produced a profound impression, and has already exerted a powerful 
influence on the thoughtful students of social problems in England. 

This discussion leads up to an examination of different methods 
of dealing with the liquor problem, and here the volume becomes of 
immediate interest to all students of social questions. The first 
system examined is that of state prohibition, to which a large 
section of the volume is devoted. It is here that the latest edition 
of the book is especially valuable, since it contains the results of a 
first-hand investigation of prohibition as it exists in the state of 
Maine. It ought to be said, however, that this inquiry was made 
before the recent and energetic effort to suppress the saloons in 
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Portland and other cities. Photographs and tables illustrate the 
text, and the whole discussion is thorough and convincing. The 
conclusion, to which most students of the temperance problem in this 
country had already arrived, is that the prohibition system is suited 
only to rural districts and small towns, and cannot be made to operate 
successfully in the larger towns and cities. 

The next method which is examined is that of local option, and 
chiefly as it exists in the United States. This discussion is also exhaus- 
tive and minutely statistical, and is without doubt the most authoritative 
presentation of the subject to be found in print The authors take 
up successively the different forms of the system as found in the 
different states of the Union. Their judgment is that it is a much 
more practicable plan than that of state prohibition. The system 
has stimulated temperance education and has secured the complete 
suppression of the saloon in such wide areas that it is a considerable 
contribution to the solution of the general problem in the United 
States. But it has failed, precisely where prohibition has failed, 
in the larger towns and cities. The no-license towns in Massachu- 
setts are nearly always adjacent to license cities. The liquor problem 
remains unsolved for the urban centres. 

The experiments of a state control of the liquor traffic, as illustrated 
by the spirit monopoly in Russia and the dispensary system in 
North Carolina, South Carolina and other states, are more briefly 
investigated. That these experiments are suggestive in eliminating 
the element of private profit from the retail sale of liquors ; that they 
rob the saloon of much of its attractiveness, destroy in part its political 
power and decrease drunkenness, is not denied. But it is also evident 
that state control means that the liquor problem remains a political 
problem, and that the application of the profit to the reduction of the 
tax rate means a state, if not an individual, interest in the amount 
of the sales. 

The nearest approach, in the minds of the authors, to a practical 
solution of the problem, is the Scandinavian method, known as the 
"company system." It is admitted (p. 504) that the system as oper- 
ated in Sweden is defective in that it applies the profits to the tax 
rate ; that in Norway sufficient provision is not made for counter 
attractions to the Samlag ; and that the systems in both countries err 
in not including beer and wine within the scope of the companies. 
To this fact, and to the recent importation of impure spirits which do 
not come within the provisions of the law, the authors attribute the 
increase of drunkenness in recent years. On the other hand, the 
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liquor dealer ceases forever to be a factor in politics, ceases to have a 
personal interest in the amount of his sales ; gambling, treating and 
all accessory evils to the saloon are absolutely abolished, and the 
saloon ceases to be a centre of recreation and a social club. 

The concluding portion of the volume is taken up with a con- 
structive plan for the solution of the problem (pp. 598 ff.). This 
plan proceeds upon three general principles : First, the right of entirely 
prohibiting the traffic must be placed within the power of every 
locality ; second, where a locality votes for the traffic, this shall be 
conducted either by the municipal council or through a company, 
as in Norway ; third, the whole of the profits shall be handed over to 
a central state authority and shall be distributed to all localities, 
whether or not they permit the sale of liquors, to be used solely for 
the establishment and maintenance of recreative centres, the primary 
object of which shall be to counteract the influence of the drink traffic. 
This distribution is to be in ratio to the population, and not in ratio 
to the profits earned. 

This program, whether practicable in all its details or not, doubt- 
less includes the general principles which will underlie all future 
scientific temperance legislation. The authors appear to have little 
confidence in the experiments of the Bishop of Chester, Earl Grey 
and other reformers, who are seeking to evolve a reformed public- 
house. The dangers of associating amusement and recreation with the 
sale of intoxicants appear to them to outweigh the merits of the plan. 

Elaborate appendices and a good index conclude a volume of 
extraordinary merit. It is to be hoped that in future editions the 
publishers will seek to issue it in a more compact form. No one 
can use a volume of such bulk with any degree of comfort. 

Raymond Calkins. 
Pittsfield, Mass. 



The Level of Social Motion. An Inquiry into the Future Con- 
ditions of Human Society. By Michael A. Lane. New York, 
The Macmillan Company, 1902. — vii, 577 pp. 

The point of view of this book is that the ultimate cause of social 
progress is change in the quantity, variety or distribution of wealth. 
All other cultural facts trail after economic facts. Nutrition and 
propagation are the primary forces in society. Moral ideas and sen- 
timents relate to actions that check or further these basic functions. 
The diffusion of political power is in proportion to the diffusion of 



